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An ACCOUNT of an ANCIENT SEPULCHRE dlfcovered In 
the COUNTY of KILDARE, IRELAND, In the Tear 1788, 
By WILLIAM BEAUFORD, A. B. In a Letter to JOSEPH 
C WALKER, Efqy Secretary to the Committee of Antiquities, 
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xVs fome peafants in February, 1788, were digging in a garden Read March 
at Calverfton near Kilcullen, in the county of Kildare, one of them 
dropped his fack or fpade in a hole under what was always deemed 
a large rock-ftone, which jufl appeared above the ground. To 
recover the fpade they attempted to remove the flone ; this they 
completed by breaking it into feveral pieces. Underneath was an 
oblong cavity or tomb, the fides and ends compofed of large flat 
ftones, about five feet long, four deep and four wide. In this 
tomb was found a ikeleton in a fitting attitude, facing the fouth, 

and 
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and by its fide, near the head, a fmall urn *, or rather bafon, of 
very rude workmanfhip, made of earth very hard baked, and of 
a light brown colour. This was a little broken when found, by 
pieces of the covering ftone falling on it ; but when entire was 
five inches and a half diameter at the top, two inches at the bot- 
tom, and four inches and one eighth deep, as is reprefented in 
Fig. II. with its fcveral carvings, which though rude are not in a 
bad tafte, being both in creux and relief. Many of thefe 
ancient fepulchres are found in different parts of the kingdom^ 
feveral of which have been opened, in which have been difco- 
vered urns with burned bones and afhes, fkeletons extended on 
their backs, and heaps of bones in a confufed and irregular 
form. See Fig. I. 

In refpe& to the period in which this tomb was erected, and the 
perfon to whom it appertained, little can be advanced befides con- 
jecture ; but in whateveT age the body was interred, it was appa- 
rently in a period when cremation began to ceafe, and the mode of 
interring the body intire began to prevail. The burning of the body 
after death was univerfal throughout ancient Europe ; and Wor- 
mius, in Monum. Danic. f tells us, that among the northern na- 
tions the body reduced to afhes was placed in an urn, and laid 
in the earth, over which was raifed a conical mound. The urn 
was of baked clay, and the mouldings round the rims of fuch 
as have been difcovered, often fhew a considerable degree of ele- 
gance. Numbers of fuch fepulchral urns have been difcovered 

* This urn has been lately depofited in the roufeum af the Royal Irifli Academy. 

f « Rudiores ex fola in rotundidatem et conum conje&a." 

Worm. Monum. Dan. 

in 
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In Ireland, whofe colour, texture and ornaments are Similar to 
this under consideration. From Keating, Ware and other Irifh 
antiquaries, we learn that burning was exchanged for burying in 
this iuand, by Eochadh Aireamh, who according to Keating was 
brother to Eochaidh Feidhlioch, and reigned A. M. 3952, or about 
fourteen years before the Christian jera ; — but Keating's dates are 
generally his own. 

The Irifh long retained an attachment to their ancient cus- 
toms and pagan fuperStitions, especially in the modes of inter- 
ment ; and the cuftom of burying in confecrated ground was 
not univerfal in Ireland in the twelfth century, on the arrival of 
the Englifh, as we find it enjoined in the council of CaShel, held 
in 1 1 72, mentioned by Cambrenfis. From thefe circumftances 
we may reafonably infer, that the monument under confidera- 
tion may be either of Irifh or Danifh origin ; if of the former, 
it is probably not later than the Seventh century. In thofe 
fpecies of fepulchres which have been opened in which Skeletons 
have been found, the body was laid at length on the back, 
agreeable to the affertions of the Irifh antiquaries, who relate 
that Eochadh Aireamh ordered that the grave Should be {even 
feet long and three deep, the corpfe ftretched on its back, with a 
Hone over it, and the name of the perfon written thereon. 
This is the only one yet difcovered where the body was placed 
in a fitting poflure ; indeed a Short time fince fome fmall earthen 
tumulii were opened on the Curragh of Kildare, under which 
Skeletons were found Standing upright on their feet, and in their 
hands, or near them, fpears with iron heads. The cuftom of 
placing their dead erect was general among all the northern na- 
tions. 
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tions, and is {Till retained in Lapland and fome parts of Norway* ; 
and the natives of North America bury their dead fitting in 
holes in the ground, and cover them with a mound of earthf, 

Admitting therefore the monument under confideration to 
be of Danifh origin, we come to confider "the ufe of the urn or 
bafon enclofed in it. Herodotus, in Melpomene, informs us that 
the ancient Scythians, not only in making contracts, alliances, &c. 
but at the fepulchres of their chiefs, drank out of earthen cups 
or bowls, wine mixed with their own blood, with which liquor alfo 
they ftained their fcimitars, fwords and arrows; and with thefe arms 
they either decorated the tomb, or interred them with the body. 
Other ancient and modern writers mention the cuftom of the Scy- 
thian's, Tartars and northern inhabitants of Europe, burying victuals 
with their dead. The Danes and Scots eat frequently oatmeal 
or rye-meal mixed with water, which was continued by the 
latter to the prefent century, under the denomination of croudy ; 
fome fuch mixture appears to have been in the urn under confi- 
deration, for the infide feems to be incrufted over with a kind of 
bran, which being fpilled over, aho covers part of the outride. 
It was, therefore, moft probably a bowl of meal and water interred 
with the corpfc, to fubfift him during his pafTage to the other 
world, after the cuftom of the northern Pagans. 

I offer thefe thoughts only as conjectures or hints, to be fur- 
ther inveftigated by fome more able pen. As the Danes, Iriih, 
and all the northern and weftern nations of Europe, had the 

* See Defcrlption of Lapland. f Boffon. 

fame 
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fame or fimilar modes of interment, it is almoft impoffible to 
afcertain the date of any particular one. There are a number of 
ancient fepulchral monuments ftill remaining in Ireland, which 
are certainly anterior to Chriftianity in this ifland, whilft there 
are others of the fame fpecies which mew evident marks of 
being erected fubfequent to that period, and fome perhaps as lata 
as the tenth or eleventh century. 

If you think the above merits the attention of the Royal Irifh 
Academy, you will do me the honour to lay it before that 
learned body. 

I am, 

S I R, 

Your's, &c. 

\V. BEAUFORD. 

Ahy, Sept 2, 1788. 
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